
MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE – REGULAR 
JANUARY 3, 2008 
MENOMINEE TRIBAL OFFICE BOARD ROOM 
KESHENA, WI   54135 
5:00 P.M. 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:      
  
 Lisa Waukau       
 Laurie Boivin        

Eugene Caldwell 
 Rebecca Alegria 
 Karen Washinawatok 

Kenneth Fish  
 Gary Besaw        
 Regina Washinawatok      
 Joan Delabreau 
 
         
1. Call to Order – Roll Call 
 

Chairman Lisa S. Waukau called the Meeting to order. Roll Call was taken with a quorum present. 
         
2. Menominee Prayer. 
 

Legislator K. Washinawatok said the Menominee Prayer. 
 
3. Public Comment Period. 
 

There were no public comments at this time. 
 
4. Final Approval of Ordinance 07-38 Residential Lease Requests to Tribal Members. 
 

MOTION BY JOAN DELABREAU TO APPROVE FINAL APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 
07-38 RESIDENTIAL LEASE REQUESTS TO TRIBAL MEMBERS. SECOND WAS BY 
REGINA WASHINAWATOK. THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 
ABSTENTIONS AND 1 ABSENT (BESAW). 

 
5.   10-Day Waiver Request(s). 
 
        There was no 10-Day Waiver Requests. 
 
6.   Menominee Language & Culture Commission Recommendations of November 13, 2007. 

 
Legislature did not act on the issue.  The issue was voted on and passed at the last Legislature 
meeting and all the Legislators wanted was a copy of the changed document because there was some 
confusion about it being listed at an MOU when actually it was an MOA. 

 
 
 
 



MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE – REGULAR 
MINUTES OF JANUARY 3, 2008 
 

 2 

7.     National Indian Gaming Association (NIGA) 2008 Membership Dues. 
 

The Legislature had a lengthy discussion and decided not to approve the payment of the $7,500 
annual dues. Legislative members would like the Chairperson to send a letter to Ernie Stevens to say 
why we (Menominee) won’t pay the dues. 

 
8.   Other Business: Matters of an Immediate Nature that Cannot Wait Until the Next Meeting. 
 

MOTION BY GARY BESAW TO ENTERTAIN THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS UNDER 
“OTHER BUSINESS: MATTERS OF AN IMMEDIATE NATURE THAT CANNOT WAIT 
UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING:” 1) HEALTH AND FAMILY OF DECEMBER 17, 2007; 2) 
BIG DRUM VISITOR ASSISTANT REQUEST AND 3) LEGISLATOR BOIVIN VOTE 
RECONSIDERATION CONCERN FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION. SECOND WAS BY JOAN 
DELABREAU. THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS AND 0 
ABSENT. 

 
Dugan Beauprey was present to ask the tribe for help in the amount of $600.00 to cover the cost of 
hotel rooms for visitors attending the Big Drum services in Zoar next weekend.  Dugan informed the 
legislators that the Big Drum will be having a fund raiser to cover the remainder of the costs of the 
hotel rooms.  Dugan stated that whenever Big Drum members travel to other tribes they are offered 
hotel rooms paid for by their tribe.  Everyone is welcome to attend the services. 

 
MOTION BY GENE CALDWELL THAT THE TRIBE GIVE BIG DRUM $600.00 OUT OF 
THE CHAIRMAN’S BUDGET TO COVER THE COST OF HOTEL ROOMS FOR 
VISITING GUESTS. SECOND WAS BY GARY BESAW. THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 
0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
MOTION BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO CONCUR WITH THE HEALTH AND FAMILY 
COMMITTEE OF DECEMBER 17, 2007 TO RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE 
TRIBAL LEGISLATURE THE APPROVAL OF AMY SLAGLE, M.D., MICHAEL 
CARLSON, D.D.S., ROBERT CHELBERG, O.D., AND ROGER BARR, M.S. FOR RE-
APPOINTMENT TO ACTIVE MEDICAL STAFF FOR A PERIOD OF TWO (2) YEARS, TO 
BE REVIEWED AGAIN IN JANUARY 2010. NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE MOTION 
CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 1 ABSTENTION (BOIVIN), AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Legislator Boivin qualified her abstention as follows: ÒMy place of 
employment.Ó 

  
MOTION BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO CONCUR WITH THE HEALTH AND FAMILY 
COMMITTEE OF DECEMBER 17, 2007 TO RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE 
TRIBAL LEGISLATURE THE APPROVAL OF MICHAEL O’NEILL, M.D., WILLIAM 
FLETCHER, M.D., AND SHANNON MEYER, D.P.M FOR RE-APPOINTMENT TO 
COURTESY MEDICAL STAFF FOR A PERIOD OF TWO (2) YEARS, TO BE REVIEWED 
AGAIN IN JANUARY 2010. NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 
0 OPPOSED, 1 ABSTENTION (BOIVIN), AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Legislator Boivin qualified her abstention as follows: ÒMy place of 
employment.Ó 
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MOTION BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO CONCUR WITH THE HEALTH AND FAMILY 
COMMITTEE OF DECEMBER 17, 2007 TO RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE 
TRIBAL LEGISLATURE THE APPROVAL OF HAROLD WINGO, D.M.D. FOR 
PERMANENT PRIVILEGES IN PLACEMENT & RESTORATION OF ENDOSSEOUS 
IMPLANTS. NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE MOTION CARRIED: 6 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 2 
ABSTENTIONS (BOIVIN & K. WASHINAWATOK), AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Legislator Boivin qualified her abstention as follows: ÒMy place of 
employment.Ó 

 
 PLEASE NOTE: Legislator K. Washinawatok did not qualify her abstention. 
 

MOTION BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO CONCUR WITH THE HEALTH AND FAMILY 
COMMITTEE OF DECEMBER 17, 2007 TO RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE 
TRIBAL LEGISLATURE THE APPROVAL OF JAY KENNARD, M.D. FOR TEMPORARY 
PRIVILEGES TO PERFORM OB/ULTRASOUND FOR A PERIOD OF SIX (6) MONTHS 
OR 20 CASES. NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 
1 ABSTENTION (BOIVIN), AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Legislator Boivin qualified her abstention as follows: ÒMy place of 
employment.Ó 

 
MOTION BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO CONCUR WITH THE HEALTH AND FAMILY 
COMMITTEE OF DECEMBER 17, 2007 TO RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE 
TRIBAL LEGISLATURE THE APPROVAL OF MICHAEL CARLSON, D.D.S. FOR 
TEMPORARY PRIVILEGES IN PLACEMENT & RESTORATION OF ENDOSSEOUS 
IMPLANTS FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE (5) CASES. NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE 
MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 1 ABSTENTION (BOIVIN), AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Legislator Boivin qualified her abstention as follows: ÒMy place of 
employment.Ó 

 
MOTION BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO APPROVE THE THIRD PARTY BUDGET FOR 
THE MENOMINEE TRIBAL CLINIC IN THE AMOUNT OF  $6,242,533 AND THAT IT BE 
SENT TO THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT TO BE FORMATTED INTO ORDINANCE FORM. 
SECOND WAS BY GENE CALDWELL. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 1 
ABSTENTION (BOIVIN), AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Legislator Boivin qualified her abstention as follows: ÒMy place of 
employment.Ó 

 
9.    1st Consideration of Amendment to Ordinance 93-30 – Gaming Code. 
 

MOTION BY LAURIE BOIVIN TO APPROVE 1ST CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT 
TO ORDINANCE 93-30 – GAMING CODE AND SEND TO PUBLIC HEARING ON  
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2008 AT 4:30 PM. SECOND WAS BY GARY BESAW. THE 
MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
10.   1st Consideration to Ordinance 07-39 – Authorization of Gaming. 
 

MOTION BY LAURIE BOIVIN TO APPROVE 1ST CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE 07-
39 – AUTHORIZATION OF GAMING AND SEND TO PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2008 AT 4:30 PM. SECOND WAS BY GARY BESAW. THE 
MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
11.   Final Approval of Amendment to Ordinance 97-06 – Menominee Indian Gaming Authority (MIGA). 
 

MOTION BY LAURIE BOIVIN TO APPROVE FINAL APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO 
ORDINANCE 97-06 – MENOMINEE INDIAN GAMING AUTHORITY (MIGA) BASED ON 
THE 1ST CONSIDERATION CHANGES OF THE REDLINE VERSION WHICH REFLECT 
ALL OF THE CHANGES FROM THE PUBLIC HEARING. SECOND WAS BY GARY 
BESAW. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 1 ABSTENTION (DELABREAU), 
AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Legislator Delabreau qualified her abstention as follows: ÒOne area regarding 
the duration of the Charter the language should have included revocation according to, it says its 
terms and it should have cited Bylaw II procedures of the Tribal Legislature regarding Ordinance is 
what I brought up and it wasnÕt addressed.Ó 

 
12.   Final Approval of Amendment to Ordinance 79-04 – Cigarettes. 
 

MOTION BY GENE CALDWELL TO APPROVE FINAL APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT 
TO ORDINANCE 79-04 – CIGARETTES. SECOND WAS BY REBECCA ALEGRIA. THE 
MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 1 ABSTENTION (DELABREAU), AND 0 
ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Legislator Delabreau qualified her abstention as follows: ÒTribal Legislators 
Rules of Procedure #3 Section 3.02 (B) regarding Conflict of Interest specifically Section 3 (B) where 
I must abstain but I feel that by my abstention I would still like to note a couple comments.  I agree 
with Legislature Caldwell that if individuals want to smoke they will and I think because of the 
stresses that are involved on this reservation they will continue to be there.  The prime example was 
my niece was diagnosed with terminal breast cancer and she felt thatÕs all she had left and she 
smoked.  So stresses will still allow those individuals to smoke it was better than if sheÕd take up 
drinking or anything else to alleviate the pain but I think in regards to the comment of the vendors 
being sent a health bill I think that if thatÕs the dialog or the intent of this Legislature I think that the 
Casino should be high on that list and perhaps as a tribal entity we should look at a smoke free 
environment if we really want to follow in that path .Ó 

 
13.   Final Approval of Amendment to Ordinance 07-27 – FY ’08 Restricted-Use Budget. 
 

MOTION BY KAREN WASHINAWATOK TO APPROVE FINAL APPROVAL OF 
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 07-27 – FY ’08 RESTRICTED-USE BUDGET. SECOND  
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WAS BY JOAN DELABREAU. THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 
ABSTENTIONS AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
14.  Travel Authorization Requests. 
         

MOTION BY KENNETH A. FISH TO APPROVE TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION REQUESTS 
FOR ITEMS 1) DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE MEETING FOR JANUARY 9, 2008 IN 
ONEIDA, WI FOR LEGISLATORS BOIVIN AND BESAW, 2) WISCONSIN HOUSING AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING ON JANUARY 9, 2008 IN 
ONEIDA, WI FOR BETTY JO WOZNIAK AND LEGISLATOR ALEGRIA AND 3) 
DOA/DOR MEETING ON JANUARY 24, 2008 IN MADISON, WI FOR LEGISLATOR 
BOIVIN, BESAW AND DELABREAU BE AUTHORIZED TO TRAVEL TO THESE 
VARIOUS MEETINGS. SECOND WAS BY GENE CALDWELL. THE MOTION CARRIED: 
7 FOR, 1 OPPOSED (K. WASHINAWATOK), 0 ABSTENTIONS AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Legislator K. Washinawatok qualified her opposition as follows: “According 
to MTL Rules of Procedure Section 4.04 (B).Ó 

 
15.  Committee Reports & Recommendations: 
 
  a.   Housing Committee of November 20, 2007 

¥ Approve Changes to Enrollment Qualifications 
 

MOTION BY JOAN DELABREAU TO CONCUR WITH THE HOUSING COMMITTEE OF 
NOVEMBER 20, 2007 TO RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE TRIBAL 
LEGISLATURE TO APPROVE A) ENROLLED MENOMINEE (INCLUDING MINORS); B) 
OTHER NATIVE AMERICANS WHOSE ENROLLMENT STATUS CAN BE VERIFIED; 
AND C) ALL OTHERS, PROVIDED THEY QUALIFY AS BEING ESSENTIAL TO THE 
COMMUNITY (i.e. DOCTOR, CLERGY, NURSE, ETC.). NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE 
MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
 b.   Enforcement & Resource Protection Committee of December 11, 2007 

¥ Amendment to Ordinance 79-04 - Cigarettes 
 
The item was already taken care of under agenda item #12. 
 

  c.   Community Development Committee of December 11, 2007 
¥ Electrical Infrastructure Purchase Proposal. 

 
MOTION BY GENE CALDWELL TO CONCUR WITH THE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF DECEMBER 11, 2007 TO RECOMMEND TO 
APPROVE THE ELECTRICAL INFRASTRUCTURE PURCHASE PROPOSAL AND 
INCLUDE THE REVENUE POTENTIAL. NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE MOTION 
CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS AND 0 ABSENT. 
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16.    EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

MOTION BY GENE CALDWELL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION. SECOND WAS 
BY LAURIE BOIVIN. MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 0 
ABSENT. 

 
** EXECUTIVE SESSION NOT RECORDED ** 

 
 

MOTION BY JOAN DELABREAU TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION. SECOND 
WAS BY KAREN WASHINAWATOK. MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 
ABSTENTIONS, AND 0 ABSENT. 
 

A) Legal 
 

1) Tax Refund Interception 
 

MOTION BY KENNETH A. FISH TO RECOMMEND A LEGAL OPINION ON WHETHER 
THE WI DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TAX REFUND INTERCEPTION ISSUE MEETS 
THE CRITERIA UNDER THE MENOMINEE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS FOR 
EXECUTIVE SESSION GIVEN THE POTENTIAL TAKING OF TRIBAL MEMBERS WI 
STATE TAX REFUNDS. SECOND WAS BY GENE CALDWELL. THE MOTION 
CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
  B) Personnel 
   
 No legislative action was taken under this item. 
 
  C) Gaming 
 

1) Meeting with DOA 
 

MOTION BY GENE CALDWELL TO SET A SPECIAL MEETING ON GAMING ISSUES 
FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR 4:00 PM ON JANUARY 16, 2008. SECOND WAS BY 
KAREN WASHINAWATOK. THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 
ABSTENTIONS AND 0 ABSENT. 

 
2) Menominee Compact Issues 

 
MOTION BY GARY BESAW TO AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE 
PROPOSED LETTER DATED JANUARY 3, 2008 REGARDING THE “MENOMINEE 
COMPACT ISSUES” ADDRESSED TO MICHAEL MORGAN, SECRETARY OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION WITH CORRECTIONS. SECOND WAS BY 
REBECCA ALEGRIA. THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS 
AND 0 ABSENT. 
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3) New Menominee Project Update 

 
There was no action taken under this item. 
 

17.   Adjournment. 
 

MOTION BY KAREN WASHINAWATOK TO ADJOURN. SECOND WAS BY GARY 
BESAW. THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS AND 0 
ABSENT. 

 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectively submitted by, 
Gigi Delabrue, Recorder/Transcriber 
 
 
Minutes corrected on March 18, 2008 by: 
 
 
 
Debra A. Bowman 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, CHAIRMAN’S OFFICE 


